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A SERMON. 


NEHEMIAH, CHAP. 4, VERSE 14. 


And I looked, and roſe up, and ſaid unto the Nobles 
* and io the Rulers, and to the reſt of the people, 
te be not afraid of them: remember the Lord, 

 « wobich is great and terrible, and fight for your 
« bretbren, your ſons and your T_— your 
4 wives and your bouſes.” 

- | 
T H ESE words were addreſſed by the prophet 
Nehemiah, that warm and zealous lover of his 
country, to his brethren, the Jews, when they 
were employed in rebuilding the walls of Jeru- 
ſalem, and were at the ſame time in expectation 
of being every moment attacked by their inve- 
terate enemies, tbe Arabians, the Ammonites and 


the Afbdodites, who had conſpired together, as we 


are informed in a preceding verſe of the chapter; 
to come and to fight againſt Feriſalem; and to binder 


'the work, But this conſpiracy, however formid- 


able, did not deter this heroic Governor from 
the PIT of his wiſe and well-intended 
| AY: deſigns, 


f 
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daes, but he e arms and arrays V all 
his Countrymen, and then animates them to a 
brave and vigorous defence in the words of my 
text. And I looked and roſe up, and ſaid unto the 
% Nobles and to the Rulers, and to the reſt of the 
* people, Be not afraid of them ; remember the Lord, 
e which ir great and terrible; and fight for your 


{brethren your ſons and your daughters,” your wives 


and your boyfes.”” Lou ſee that there is no rank 
of men exempted from the ſervice of the pub- 
lick —the Noble is not excuſed on the account 


bf his dignity— the Ruler on account of his of- 
fice — nor the reft of the people," on aceount of the 


inferiority of their ſtation, From the words of 


my text I might be very naturally led to ſhew 


that it is the jndiſpenſable duty of every mem- 


ber of ſociety to arm in defence of his country, 


or by the Legiſlature, to do ſo: but I am happily 


exempted from any neceſſity of enforcing this 
ſubject, by the appearance of fo large and ſo re- 


ſpectable a body of men as are now. befote me, 
who in the bloom and vigor of youth, to the 


great credit and reputation of themſelves, their 


friends, and their pariſh, have voluntarily ſtood 


Forth in defence of their King, their Country, 
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ranny, the lawleſs anarchy, and the democratic 
Phrenay of a neighhouring nation, who, ever en- 
vious of our happineſs and our fame, have en. 
deavoured, by every ſubtle machination, to 
ſpread their accurſed doctrines amongſt us, and | 
| to reduce us to that ſtate of barbariſm and ir- 
religon, to which they are fallen—miſcrably - 
fallen! To prevent your native Country from 
being ever ſubjected to their tyrannical ſway, 
and to guard againſt every fear of an invaſion 
from our enemies abroad, or from any diſtur- 
bances which might be occaſioned by thoſe wo 
are at home, of whom it is to be feared we have 
too many amongſt us diſaffected, diſcontented, 
and ill-deſigning wretches: it has been deemed 
prudent, and neceſſary to raiſe reſpective bodies 
of men throughout every part of the kingdom, 
and by every real lover of his King, his Country, 
and his Religion, it muſt with gratitude and 
pleaſure be obſerved with what readineſs and 
alacrity numbers of every deſcription and rank 
in life, have ſtepped forward at this important 


cCriſis. Convinced how neceſſary it is that you 


ſhould be armed for the ſafety and protection 
of yourſelves, and every thing that ought to be 
dear to them and to you, the principal Gentle- 


3 8 
. '  ſonally knawn to you, whoſe eſtates, whoſe fa. 
1 milies, whoſe houſes, are ſituated amongſt you, 
| | have generouſly, with a becoming zeal, and ac. 
|| tuated by the beſt of principles, offered their 
1 ſervices t6 command you. You are to go no 
where, but where they go, they are to ſhare all 
; your hardſhips and inconveniencies, if any ſhould 
| .* ariſe, and you are never to be called into actual 
if ſervice, but in imminent danger, when it is the 
. duty of every good ſubj ect to give his aſſiſtance, 
j Whether he is n called upon to give it 
or not; beſides, it ought to be obſerved, that 
by your being prepared for action by a proper 
previous diſcipline, there is the leſs probability 
of your being ever called into real ſervice, for 
it muſt be allowed that the better the Nate of 
defence is, in which we are, the leſs ____ we 
ſhall be, ever to be invaded, | 
To thoſe then who have engaged in this wins. 
ble undertaking, I beg leave more particularly to 
? a addreſs my following diſcourſe ; and from theſe 
= words of Nehemiah, to ſhew that it is the duty 
1 5 of all, when thus gathered together in defence of 
5 their country, to behave themſelves with cou- 
| rage; which courage, you may depend upon it, 
| will be always the more ſteady, the more it is 
; | founded on principle,” and accompanied with a 
3 ))%ͤ 60-017 © + OR 
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proper ſenſe of religion. « Beat afraid of hem, 


* remember the Lord, which is great and terrible.” © 
And indeed, when ye are gathered together for 


the defence of your country, unleſs ye reſolve to 
behave yourſelves with proper courage, to what 


purpoſe are ye gathered? Can you think ĩt is only 
for an inſignificant ſhew and parade? to make a 
glittering appeatance at the expence of the pub. 


lick, and then to be of no ſervice to it? to be 
harneſſed like the ignominious Children of 


Ephraim, and then to turn yourſelves back in 
the day of battle? We may be ſure that God 


Almighty has implanted no paſſion in the hu- 
man frame in vain; and if he has given, as he 
certainly has, the quality of courage in a ſuperior 
degree to the male part of our ſpecies; if he has 
made Fortitude in ſome meaſure the characte- 
riſtic of man, was it implanted, think ye, for 
any other deſign but to be exerted upon proper 


| occaſions, in the defence of yourſelves, and of 
that community to which ye belong? And tho' + 


perhaps an equal degree of courage may not be 


the lot of every one, yet I think every conſi- 
derate perſon may be courageous from princi- 


ple, if he is not ſo by nature: would he reaſon 
with himſelf ſomewhat in the following manner, 
« I was born the — of ſuch a ſtate, I have 


—— 
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. Al the benefits which have wif 8 
« its wiſe eftabiſhments: my life.has been hi- 
*therto_ guarded by its wholeſome laws, my 
| 2 and liberty have been preſerved, my 

te property ſecured, and my convenience con- 
e ſulted, Am I then under no obligations to 
te this Conſtitution from which I have received 
d much good ? Shall I ſhew no concern for 
«its preſervation? Shall I not endeavour. to 
* trahiſmit the ſame- treaſure inviolate to my 
e poſterity, which was conſigned to me by my 
* ariceſtors? and as it is now threatened to be 
« ſubverted by its natural and moſt inveterate, 

« enemy, it is certainly my duty to expoſe my- 
4 ſelf to any danger upon the account of it, and 
en eee cee De, eee ae 
1 quence of this expoſure, why then it is my 
4 duty to die. And if the courage of every 


perſon engaged in the ſervice of his country was 


. thus to proceed from principle, and was accom- 
pahied beſide with a proper ſenſe of Religion, 
it is certain it would be more ſteady, and might 
be more ſafely.relied on, than that which de- 
pends: upon the natural heat of the blood, or 
perhaps is only the accidental fluſh of animal 
_ ſpirits, For it is an unqueſtionable truth that 
all irreligion ne tends to cowardice and 
meanneſs 


TT . 
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ala of ſpitit. I my. manner of living ; 


leads me for my own eaſe to diſbelieve a future 
ſtate, if have no hopes or even a deſire of en- 
iſtence hereafter, it. is. ſurely wiſdom in me to 


make the moſt of the being I am now poſſeſſed 


of, and to manage my preſent ſtate to the beſt. 
advantage: but if I have lived here, fo as to 


have a well grounded aſſurance of exiſting in a 3 


happier ſtate hereafter, I ſhall certainly part 


with life with leſs regret, whenever it is recalled 
by its great proprietor. I ſhall never ſcruple to 


hazard it for. the ſafe of my God, my King, and 
my. Country: and if it is my lot to fall in the 


field of hattle, 1 ſhall not repine to have it a 


crificed in ſo noble ſo glorious a cauſe. 

I proceed farther to conſider thoſe intereſting 
motives which are likewiſe inſiſted upon by the 
Prophet, the more effectually to animate his 
Countrymen to the combat, © and fight for your 


* bretbren, your ſons and your daughters, your wives 


« and. your bouſes.” If ye are unwilling to exert 


| yourſelves for the community to which ye be- 


long, if ye pay no regard to the publick, at leaſt 
have ſome for your owh private ſafety ; and a 
moment's conſidetation will inform you that the 


one muſt be involved in the other; for, if the 
ſtate is once ſubwerted, that ſtate by which ye 


A 


nc COD!) 
are protected in your diſtinct properties and poſ- 
ſeſſſons, of what value will thoſe poſſeſſions be 
to you, when they lie at the mercy of the in- 
ſulting victor, who, you may be ſure, will take 
care amply to [repay himſelf from the effects 
and properties of the conquered, for the expence 
occaſioned by the conqueſt ? Will ye not there- 
fore be at ſome pains to defend them, while they 
may be defended? but how can you defend 
them, unleſs you are previouſly diſciplined to 
make a vigorous defence? Were but ſome few 
hundreds of the enemy now to land in any part 
of the kingdom, where there might be no regu- 
larly-diſciplined forces to guard it, (and our 
own part, fituated as we are, on the very coaſt, 
ia as. much expoſed to an invaſion as any) how 
would it provoke a man of the leaſt feeling and 
ſpirit, to fee ruin and devaſtation ſpread on 
every fide, by only an handful of them; to ſee, 
according to the expreſſive language of ſcrip-. 
ture, one chaſe a thouſand, and two put ten thou- 
. /and to flight;” to behold, perhaps, the coun- 
try all around you in flames, your fields laid 
waſte, your houſes deſtroyed, every thing vatu- 
able plundered from yau : to behold your wives 
and daughters expoſed to the brutal luſts of 
"or: * and inſolent — to ſee 


your 


. „ ex 
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your aged decrepid paretits midi your innocent 
helpleſs children inhumanly treated perhaps 
murdered, by a plundering enemy, or expoſed 
to want, to indigence, and famine ; and to ſtand 
yourſelves all the while, helpleſs and inactive, 
tame ſpectators of the miſery; yet, for want of 
being diſciplined and armed, utterly unable to 
prevent it. Then, but too late! with indigna- 
[ tion ye will exclaim, „Why were we not pre- 
4 viouſly diſciplined? Why were we not pros 
A vided+ with arms? Why were we not formed 
into bands to protect ourſelves and thoſe that 
« are deareſt to us?” Ir is given you now, my 
| brethren, to do what ye will then wiſh for in 
vain : arm then, arm ye brave; a noble cauſe, 
the cauſe of Heaven, the cauſe of Religion, the 
cauſe of your Country, the cauſe of every thing 
that is dear and valuable to you as men, as 
Engliſhmen, as Chriſtians, of every thing that 
ean contribute to your happineſs here and here- 
after, now demands your zeal and aſſiſtance; 
for the attempts of our neighbours on the Con- 
tinent are not only to looſen every tie of obedience, 
and to involve us in the wildeſt anarchy and 
| CEOS n **to deny the exiſtence- of a 
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God, to diſclaim with ſtudied ſcorn all reve- 
®; rence ſot his ſuperintending providence, to re- 
* je&t with mockery every apprehenſion of a 
* judgment to come, to harden the murderer 
« by telling him chat after death his crimes and 
conſcience will be buried in eternal ſleep ; this 
' © has heen the dactrine this the eſſential prin- 
_ *tiple of the political ſyſtem of this mad infa- 
tuated people, who are alternately threatening 
.* mankind with the contagion of their princi- 
* ples, or appalling them with the horror of 
their crimes.” That the Conſtitution, under 
which it is our happineſs to live, and which ye 
have now offered your ſervices to defend, is a 
glorious one, your own experience muſt daily 
convince you. There is no one right which a 
reaſonable man would wiſh to enjoy, that you 


do not enjoy under the exiſting government of 


your Country. The beneficial influence of Bri- 
tiſh Laws, and the impartial adminiſtration of 
* Britiſh Juſtice, are equally experienced by every 
rank of men, and by every member of ſociety. 
Poſſeſſed then of a Conſtitution, thus praduc- 
tive of ſafety and happineſs, thus admirably cal- 
culated to promote the real intereſt of all, is it 
not our bounden duty to ſtand forth boldly in its 
defence; to ſtrain every nerve to tranſmit this 
Py . Ek LING _ valuable 


| (26-3 
valuable patrimony, unimpaired, to our lateſt 
poſterity z to prevent democratic phrenzy from 
trampling under. foot all. legiſlative authority, 
and carefully to preſerve: both gur civil and ec- a 
cleſiaſtical polity, with unremitting vigilance, 
pure and invialate ; ſuffering no man to rob us 
of it, and watehing over it as a treaſure valuable 
| beyond imagination ?. i at 3b 643-354 
Before 1 conclude, permit me, my Brethren, 
anxious to promote your happineſs, your» credit 
 facred. place, what in the preſent; day ſeems 
highly neceſſary to be recommended, Obedience 
and Submiſſion to thoſe who are appointed over 
you, and: the ſtrictaſt attention to their com- 
mands. Lodk upon your Officers in that light 
in which you ought to look upon them, as your 
| beſt friends; willing to inform you of. What is 
right, and anxjous to conduct you in the path 
hich leads tei glory and to fame, * I am a n 
| bleſſed. Saviour; in the Goſpel,) hauing /a/diers 
et under mes and 1 ſay unto ibis Man, G0. and he 
1. goeth, and io another, Comes. and be cometh a ah 
44 1 my ſervant," .Do- this, and he-doeth it.“ The 
Centurion, you ſee, does not paſs by unnoticed 
the readincſy and alacrity with which thoſe 42 


 fary qualities, the ſtricteſt ſobriety, and the moſt 
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der his command ctecuted his orders. Due 


ſubordination, ſubmiſſſon, and diſcipline, - al- 
ways were, and always will be, the greateſt or- 


maments and trueſt charieriſtics/ of a really 


goot and brave ſoldier. Indeed, without theſe | 
qualities, it is impoſſible for a man in any ſitua. 


tion in life, in che military occupation more eſ- 


pecially, to act his part either with credit to 
himſelf, or wirh benefit to his Country. Let me 
likewiſe exhort you to add to theſe re neceſ- 


peaceable demeandur: if your condudt is regu- 
lated by theſe two eſſential: virtues, you will en- 
dear yourſelves by your good and exemplary be- 
haviour to thoſe with whom you live ; and if it 
ever ſnould be your lot to be called upon to de- 


| fend thoſe who are neareſt and deareſt to you, 


you will conduct yourſelves with that order, that 
regularity and ſteadineſs, which, if deſtitute of 


theſe virtues, you can never poſſibly /acquire.— 


Above all, let me catneſtly recommend to you 
ever to nouriſh in your minds a true fear of God, 
and 'x due ſchſe of Religion; ſor without Reli- 


gion hat is the world but (to uſe the emphatic 


words of Iſaiah) *.@ troubled ſea, boſe waters 
«camt reſt,” where all is froth and foam, noiſe 


_ — ** then ever follow the 
: i advice 


1 


advice of the text, and . 


* which is great and terrible ; even that onmipo- 
tent Being who ruleth over all the kingdoms of 
* the world,” and who alone can leach your 
« hands to war and your fingers to fight. May you 
boldly reſiſt all the encroachments of irreligion 
and Atheiſm, which entirely deſtroy all the 
comforts of private life, and ſtrike at the very 
being of public freedom, always remembring 


this certain fact, that the days of infidelity have 


ever been and ever will be the a of tyranny 
and of miſery, - 

I conclude with my earneſt prayers to Al- 
mighty God, that you may all therefore culti- 
vate in yourſelves and others, that duty and af- 


reſpe&t for thoſe who are appointed over you, 
that ſobriety and decency of conduct, and above 
all, rhat true ſenſe of Religion, which can alone 
enable you to behave with courage as men, or 
with fidelity as Chriſtians ; that thus your whole 


merit the approbation of all men, ſuch as may 
bring honor to yourſelves, credit to your Com- 


mander, and benefit and ſafety to your e 
b ane bf 


® Now 10 God, &c. 


fection to your Sovereign, that reverence and 
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